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 MINUTES 
 

Northrop Frye School 
Parent School Support Committee (PSSC) 

November 20, 2011 

Action Item/ 
Person Responsible 

In attendance 

Dana Barron, Mellisa Belliveau, Andrea Boudreau, Kathy 
Chatterton (vice-principal), Lisa Dahib (co-chair), Peggy 
Flett, Sarah Johnson, Jocelyn Keech (co-chair), Alana 
MacGregor, Tracy Redmond, Kim Silliker, Dianne West Breau, 
Tina Landry (principal). 
 

Regrets 
Tammy Orava 

Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting 
No errors or omissions were noted.  Minutes were circulated to members who did not receive them. 

 

Provincial Assessment 

The results of provincial assessments for the 2011/2012 school year, with historical averages (based 
on estimates of data pooled from Evergreen and Magnetic Hill Schools), were provided.  The results 
for Grade 2 reading and writing and Grade 4 reading and writing exceeded district and provincial 
averages. 

  

A total of 95.9% of students achieved the desired standard in grade 2 English reading.  The district 
average was 76.8% and the provincial average was 79.1%.  In grade 4 English reading, 85% of 
students achieved the desired standard.  The district average was 75.5% and the provincial average 

was 77.1%. 

 

Principal Landry provided additional background information on the writing scores.  She noted that 
writing is much more challenging to assess, and that an assessment of up to 7 samples of a 
student’s writing is required in order to have a valid measure of ability.  Due to the complexity or 
assessing writing skills, only 20% of schools are sampled.  NFS students' writing for the province as 
not selected to be assessed provincially.  

In terms of math assessments, 81.7% of students achieved the desired level of achievement.  This 
is again above the district and provincial averages of 74.6% and 75%. 

It was noted that grade 5 math and grade 8 math outcomes were not above district and provincial 
averages.  Grade 5 math standards were achieved by 58.2% of students while the district average 
was 63.3% and the provincial average was 63.7%.  The grade 8 math standards were achieved by 
59.1% of students while the district average was 74.6% and the provincial average was 75%.  It is 

unclear if these achievement rates are related to revisions to the math standards, with resultant 
curriculum changes only being made this year.  This data will be closely monitored as this is an area 
of concern for school administration. 

Principal’s Summary Report 

Principal Tina Landry presented her report.  The school choir has been a great success, and is 
ongoing.    The Rock and Roll Forever musical was also a success.  The grade 4 students did very 
well, even in front of an audience. This performance was part of the provincially prescribed 
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curriculum and because the performance was recent children in grade 4 will not be participating in 

the Christmas concert.     
 
PSSC members noted that the musical was appreciated but there was a communication issue with 
respect to parents being unsure if moms and dads were invited.  Information was distributed in the 
school newsletter and in the “Upcoming Events” section of the school’s website 
(http://northropfrye.nbed.nb.ca).  
    
Grades 6-8 boys and girls volleyball tryouts were completed this week.  There was a significant 
turnout for the girls’ team.  Because of the large number of girls that expressed an interest in the 
sport, those not chosen for the team will be able to participate in an ongoing developmental 
workshop during the week.   
 
The “Reading is Wild” program has kicked off.  Members of the Moncton Wildcats Hockey Team 
participated in a school assembly last week to introduce the program to students.  The target for 
the campaign is to have 38,000 books read by children at NFS over a 12 week period.  The reading 
material is considered based on the child’s reading level.  For example, older children may choose to 
read a chapter from a book per night while grade 1 students a book that is repeated over several 
nights as part of the curriculum is still counted toward the book per night goal.  Some grade level 
teams have decided to do the activity during school hours, so not all parents may have received a 
notice requiring them to track books read.  After Christmas, students will be invited to a Wildcats 
Hockey Game as a reward for their hard work and dedication to the program.  For more information 
please see www.moncton-wildcats.com/page/reading-is-wild_129072 . 
 
The Moncton Miracles basketball team also visited the school recently.  Free admission passes for 
students accompanying an adult who purchases a regular ticket have been distributed and are 
available on the school website for the Thursday November 22 game. 
 
The school Walkathon has been completed and a total $11,000 was raised.  Prizes were handed out 
at a recent assembly and, in a show of courage, Mrs. Landry and several teachers had their hair 
coloured blue. 
 
The recent Remembrance Day assembly was also a success.  Students were respectful and well 
behaved as they honored the soldiers who bravely fought for freedom. 

 
Directed learning activities continue.  Please see the meeting minutes of October 2012 for further 
information. 
 
PLEP 
A Positive Learning Environment Plan is being drafted for NFS in accordance with the Department of 
Education Policy 703.  Information on this policy is available on the Department of Education 
website.  As part of this plan, three initiatives are being put in place and/or reemphasized with staff 
and students.   

 

The Falcon 5 program emphasizes NFS’s five core values – honesty, kindness, respect, improvement 
and helpfulness.  Students identified demonstrating one of these core values are awarded a falcon 
feather during an assembly.  One feather per attribute is awarded by each team on a regular basis. 

Students from Harrison Trimble High School participated in an NFS assembly last year to deliver 
their “If It Hurts It’s Wrong” session, and this was very successful both in communicating the 

message of the program and enhancing student interest in attending Trimble post grade 8.  Mrs. 
Landry has contacted Mr. Steeves, the principal at HTHS, concerning the possibility of further 
collaborations for assemblies. 

The “If it Hurts, It’s Wrong” program is used for tracking.  Tracking is collated in a data 
management spreadsheet and used to identify hotspots, victim, peak times of day, and patterns 
with respect to who was demonstrating hurtful behavior.  Teachers track incidents and therefore it is 
important to emphasize that students must tell an adult when witnessing hurtful behavior.  An 
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electronic form is available for teachers to track all data, including identifying students involved. 

Concerns were raised regarding the possibility of students using system for “retaliation” against 
peers.  It was noted that teachers to use professional judgment in completion of the tracking forms, 
and there is an area to include comments such as a note that information was received second 
hand. 

The “Do the Right Thing” program includes classroom visits, conflict resolution activities, teacher in-
services with a counselor, and student training (grade 3-5) to encourage students to identify peers 
who are doing the right thing.  Students caught “doing the right thing” are given tickets and a draw 
is held at the end of the week.  This is a positive reinforcement program.  Sessions are presented at 
an age-appropriate level.  Tickets also provide a data-tracking mechanism for school staff.  This 
program will be implemented in a teacher-based format, so information may not be posted on the 
school website.   

PSSC parents requested information so that the principles of the program can be reinforced at 
home.  Mrs. Chatterton noted that there may be selected information that would be suitable for 
posting on the website 

Information was requested on the process for parents who are told by a child that they are being 
bullied.  It was noted that bullying is not appropriate term – this term has been skewed by media.  
The school requires information, and will act on the best information available in most appropriate 
manner. The key for parents is to emphasize that student must speak with adult at the school.  If a 
student feels they were not listened to, they should be directed to speak with Mrs. Chatterton or 
Mrs. Landry.  Not all remedial actions taken by the school are advertised so parents may not be fully 
aware of all that is taking place to address a situation.  Staff will consider adding a piece to 
newsletter with appropriate steps for parents.  Rather than telling children to stand up for peers, 
they suggest telling an adult and taking the issue away. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Chatterton – Do 
the Right Thing 
information for 
website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NFS Staff – 
newsletter 
information. 

Parking Lot 

The parking situation at the school continues to be problematic.  Staff was advised of a near miss in 

the parking lot during the week of November 19th.  In order to address the issue, it was suggested 
that RCMP be contacted as school staff has no authority in the parking lot.   

 

Members noted that it can be dangerous to park in both the lot and “the loop” in the driveway area.  
Potential solutions include the installation of a sidewalk on the other (south) side of the loop.   

 

It was noted that the private building owners are not responsible for this type of renovation.  A 
request to install a sidewalk on the south side has been submitted to the appropriate government 
body, but thus far no funding is available.  The lack of parking is seen as exacerbating the issue of 
pedestrian safety.  Parking is no longer permitted on Ryan Street, and parking on Augusta Terrace is 
viewed as unsafe given that it requires pedestrians to cross both Ryan Street and the school 
driveway. 

The parent members agreed to contact the City of Moncton to request a sidewalk on the North Side 
of Augusta Terrace.  This would assist with having pedestrians safely cross Ryan Street and permit 
the possibility of parking in the Magnetic Hill subdivision area.  The idea of traffic-activated 

streetlights at the intersection of Augusta and Ryan was also proposed. 

Staff also noted that there are serious issues with children being late for school in the morning.  
Many children still arriving at 8:10.  Parents are experiencing frustration because there is a long 
drop off line in the safe drop off zone at 8 am.  It was noted that the best time to drop off students 
is from 7:40 to 7:50 am as there is no traffic in the school yard at this time.  Playground supervision 
begins at 7:40 am. 

 

Jocelyn – speak with 

local RCMP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jocelyn, Lisa, Dianne 

– letter to City 
Council. 
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Requests for Future Guests 
Mrs. Landry has asked for suggestions on who the PSSC would be interested in having as a guest 
speaking for future meetings.   
 
In follow up to a request at the last PSSC meeting, Committee members were advised that a math 
night is planned for January 31, 2013 (4:30 to 6:30 – parents only).   The event is scheduled at this 
time since many children are still in daycare giving parents childcare options.   The event will 
provide an idea of math activities happening in the various grade levels.   The event is planned as a 
two hour open house.  Teacher tube and YouTube also have videos with instructions on math 
activities for children which may be of use to parents. 
 
It was suggested that the guidance counselor involved with the positive behavior programs, Mr. 
Kevin Godin, be invited.  A literacy specialist was requested for the February meeting.   For March, a 
French language instructor (grade 3-4 mentor) was suggested.  As well, it was noted that the PSSC 
may have further questions after math night.  The April meeting date was set aside for this 
purpose.  May was left to discuss possible middle school issue or potentially invite a city councilor to 
discuss traffic issues. 

 

New Business   

 
Communication 
It was noted that the Facebook page for Northrop Frye School is not an official school site.  Only 
school website is official.  Check this reference for a calendar of events, and links to official school 
communications.  Parents have spoken to PSSC members advising that still having issues with 
communication.   
 
PSSC members were encouraged to support the planned North End Community Centre and to 
continue to remind City Council that services are required in this area.   
 
It was requested that action items be identified separately on the Committee minutes.   
 
A home and school has not yet been established despite efforts to do so during the 2011-2012 

school year.  A potential parent lead was identified for the 2013-14 school year. 
 

 

 

 

 

Dianne Breau – revise 
minutes format. 

Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm 

 

Next Meeting 
Tuesday January 15, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., large art room. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dianne Breau 
Secretary 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 


